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West  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 

Reconstituted  under  the  Parts  of  Kesteven  (Alteration  of 
Districts  and  Parishes)  Order,  1930. 

List  of  Parishes 


Allington 

Ancaster 

Barkston 

Barrowby 

Belton  and  Manthorpe 

Bitchfield  and  Bassingthorpe 

Boothby  Pagnell 

Braceby  and  Sapperton 

Burton  Coggles 

Carlton  Scroop 

Caythorpe 

Claypole 

Colsterworth 

Denton 

Easton 

F  enton 

Foston 

Fulbeck 

Great  Gonerby 

Great  Ponton 

Gunby  and  Stainby 

Harlaxton 

Heydour 

Honington 

Hougham 


Hough-on-the-Hill 

Ingoldsby 

Lenton,  Keisby  and  Osgodby 
Little  Ponton  and  Stroxton 
Londonthorpe  and 

Harrowby  Without 
Long  Bennington 
Marston 
Normanton 
North  Witham 
Old  Somerby 
Pickworth 

Ropsley  and  Humby 

Sedgebrook 

Skillington 

South  Witham 

Stoke  Rochford 

Stubton 

Syston 

Welby 

Westborough  and  Dry 

Doddington 

Woolsthorpe 
W  y  ville-cum-Hungerton 
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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  and  Waterworks  Committee,  1948 


CHAIRMAN: 

Councillor  Major  H.  R.  E.  E.  WELBY,  C.M.G.,  J.P. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN: 

Councillor  Major  H.  B.  TURNER,  M.C.,  J.P. 


MEMBERS: 

Alderman  F.  J.  JENKINSON,  J.P.  (Ex-officio) 
Councillor  J.  W.  MILNER,  J.P.  (Ex-officio) 

„  C.  B.  BAILEY,  J.P. 

„  Sir  H,  J.  F.  S.  CHOLMELEY,  Bart,  J.P. 
„  Mrs.  S.  GREENALL,  J.P. 

„  G.  HIGGINS 

Alderman  G.  A.  JENKINSON 
Councillor  S.  LEE 

„  .  H.  MARTIN 

„  G.  NUSSEY 

„  R.  L.  NEWTON 

„  F.  PACEY 

,,  E.  READ 

„  P.  H.  SELBY 

„  B.  SHIPMAN 

„  C.  SCOFFIELD 

„  Rev.  C.  ST.  JOHN  WRIGHT 

„  J.  F.  DODDS 

„  P.  H.  A.  BURKE 
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MEMBERS: 
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„  G.  A.  JENKINSON 
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„  H.  MARTIN 

„  B.  SHIPMAN 

„  Major  H.  B.  TURNOR,  M.C.,  J.P. 

„  G.  W.  TINKLER 

„  G.  NUSSEY 

„  L.  WOOD 

„  J.  C.  RICKETT 
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„  H.  H.  HERRING 

„  A.  T.  DRUMMOND 

,,  J.  A.  DALE 

„  R.  S.  CLARK 

„  J.  W.  JEX 

„  J.  F.  DODDS 

„  H.  D.  STONE 

D.  Le  MARCHANT 


4 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer .  of  Health: 

R.  F.  McKEOWN,  M.B.,  B.A.O.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  DEAN  M.S.I.A.,  F.F.S.  (Eng.)  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 

Sanitary  Inspectors: 

M.  JUBB,  M.S.I.A.,  M.I.H.E.,  C.  R.  San.  I. 

A.  ANDERSON,  M.S.I.A. 

(Until  April,  1948). 

Technical  Assistant: 

A.  R.  HOLMES 
(Until  Sept.,  1948). 

J.  S.  SIMMS 


Clerks: 


Miss  M.  E.  SELBY 
R.  P.  COX 
P.  S.  PARKER 
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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  1948 


Population  (estimated  for  the  year)  16,390 
Area  122,406  acres 

Rateable  value  £60,562 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £290-18-9 


BIRTHS 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  ... 

Stillbirths 

BIRTH  RATE 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

DEATHS 

Infants  under  1  year 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate  ... 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE  ... 
Average  for  England  &  Wales 

DEATH  RATE . 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

TOTAL  DEATHS  at  all  ages  ... 


Total  Males  Females 
...  321  154  167 

32  18  14 

...  3  2  1 

19.58  per  1,000  population 
17.9  per  1,000  population 


9  5  4 

9  5  4 


25.49  per  1,000  live  births 
34.0  per  1,000  live  births 

11.10  per  1,000  population 
10.8  per  1,000  population 

Total  Males  Females 
...  182  91  91 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

19,  Watergate, 

Grantham. 
August,  1949 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  sani¬ 
tary  circumstances,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  West  Kes- 
teven  Rural  District  for  the  year  1948. 

This  report  is  the  first  dealing  with  a  year  in  which  I  have 
been  in  office  throughout.  Its  form  is  substantially  the  same  as 
last  year,  the  object  in  preparing  it  having  been  to  present  the 
necessary  details  as  briefly  as  possible. 

The  most  outstanding  event  of  the  year  under  review  was 
undoubtedly  the  inception  on  July  the  5th  of  the  National 
Health  Services  Act.  It  is  not  the  function  of  this  report  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  working  of  the  Act  or  its  repercussions,  except  in  so  far 
as  it  affects  the  health  administration  in  the  district.  The  most 
direct  effects  were  comparatively  small,  consisting  in  the  transfer 
to  the  Comity  Council,  as  the  local  authority  under  the  act,  of 
the  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme,  and  the  ambulance  service, 
and  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Authority  of  the  venereal  diseases 
treatment  scheme.  The  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis 
which  was  carried  on  from  July  5th  by  the  Local  Authority,  on 
an  agency  bases,  was  taken  over  by  the  Regional  Authority  about 
the  end  of  the'  year.  These  changes  took  place  without  any  dislo¬ 
cation,  and  the  services  have  continued  to  work  smoothly.  It  is 
too  early  yet  to  judge  the  ultimate  effects. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
only  3  less  than  in  1947  but  owing  to  a  slight  increase  in  the 
estimated  population  the  birth  rate  shows  a  corresponding  slight 
fall  (from  22.59  to  19.58).  The  infant  mortality  rate  shows  a  very 
welcome  decline  from  42.49  in  1947  to  25.49.  No  effort  should 
be  spared  either  in  the  normal  field  of  maternity  and  child  welfare 
work  or  in  housing  and  environmental  hygiene  towards  reducing 
this  still  further  and  improving  the  health  of  our  children. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year  of  Typhoid  fever,  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  or  Erysipelas.  One  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  an  adult  who  would  not  have  come  under  our  immu¬ 
nisation  scheme.  The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  all  of  the  mild 
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type  now  prevalent.  Measles  was  widespread  in  occurrence 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  although  many  had  quite 
serious  illnesses  at  the  time,  there  were  no  deaths  in  this  district 
and  complications  have  not  been  apparent.  Whooping  Cough  was 
also  more  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  one  death 
from  this  cause  occurred. 

One  death  was  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis.  No  feeling 
of  complacency  must  be  allowed  to  creep  in  on  account  of  this 
low  figure.  Much  continuous  effort  will  still  be  necessary  both 
in  preventive  and  curative  fields  before  tuberculosis  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  under  control. 

The  Council  are  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the 
present  housing  allowed  in  their  allocations,  and  further  conver¬ 
sions  for  temporary  accommodation  have  been  carried  out  at 
Harlaxton  and  North  With  am.  It  is  apparent  that  much  time 
will  have  to  pass  before  the  total  housing  needs  of  the  district, 
including  those  revealed  by  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  can  be 
fully  met.  The  housing  survey  was  again  rather  retarded  by 
inadequacy  of  staff. 

The  water  supply  position  in  many  villages  is  distressing, 
and  in  few  can  it  be  considered  satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and 
quality,  but  the  Council  are  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  conditions 
permit  with  mainlaying  and  the  acquisition  of  new  sources  of 
supply. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the  Long  Bennington  bore 
will  fulfill  expectations,  as  the  supplies,  which  it  should  provide, 
are  most  urgently  needed  for  agricultural  and  domestic  purposes 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  district. 

Sewage  disposal  has  already  become  an  urgent  problem  in  the 
district.  The  provision  of  entirely  new  schemes  and  the  replace¬ 
ment  or  extension  of  existing  ones  already  overloaded  or  unsuit¬ 
able  will  have  to  be  considered.  In  all  such  considerations  the 
question  of  protecting  our  undergound  water  supplies  from  pol¬ 
lution  will  have  to  be  borne  in  mind. 

The  proposed  scheme  for  the  village  of  Skillington  is  most 
urgently  required  for  the  protection  of  an  existing  catchment 
area.  In  Gonerby  Village  the  volume  of  sewage  has  increased 
considerably  since  water  was  laid  on,  and  is  accentuating  the 
disposal  problem.  It  would  be  unwise  to  accede  to  further 
demands  here  till  the  new  scheme  is  installed. 
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After  the  inevitable  preliminary  troubles,  the  refuse  collection 
scheme  functioned  fairly  smoothly,  but  the  monthly  collection 
without  ashes  was  found  to  be  inadequate,  and  the  intended 
closure  of  the  unsightly  village  dumps  had  to  be  postponed.  The 
collection  of  ashes  should  improve  the  situation,  and  when  the 
Council’s  new  freighter  comes  into  operation  it  may  be  possible 
to  make  a  more  frequent  collection. 

A  brief  account  of  the  history  and  investigations  of  suspected 
food  poisoning  cases  associated  with  a  factory  canteen  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  will  be  found  on  pages  9  and  10. 

Mr.  Anderson,  the  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned 
from  his  position  in  April,  1948,  and  was  not  replaced  until  April, 
1949.  In  the  interim  the  work  of  the  health  department  was 
somewhat  impeded  by  the  lack  of  staff,  particularly  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey  and  the  routine  inspection  of  cowsheds  and 
dairies. 

Mr.  P.  S.  Parker  returned  to  his  clerical  duties  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  August  after  his  service  in  the  R.A.F. 

I  should  like  in  conclusion  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
continued  interest  in  all  health  matters,  and  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  for  another  year  of  loyalty  and 
honest  work. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  F.  McKEOWN. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FOOD  POISONING 

During  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1948,  three  outbreaks  of 
food  poisoning  occurred  among  the  personnel  at  a  branch  fac¬ 
tory  of  a  Grantham  engineering  firm. 

The  factory  is  served  by  a  works  canteen,  and  on  each 
occasion  symptoms  occurred  only  among  users  of  the  canteen, 
commenced  on  a  Monday  and  appeared  to  be  related  to  the  mid¬ 
day  meal.  Enquiries  elicited  the  information  that  such  outbreaks 
had  occurred  occasionally  before,  when  the  canteen  was  used  by 
a  different  organisation,  but  no  records  or  details  of  these  could 
be  obtained 

The  first  of  the  three  outbreaks  occurred  on  Monday,  31st 
May,  and  affected  about  90  people,  all  of  whom  had  had  lunch 
at  the  factory  canteen,  including  four  of  the  canteen  staff  of  five. 
In  the  2nd  and  3rd  outbreaks  in  August  and  October,  the  num¬ 
bers  affected  were  much  smaller,  but  the  symptoms  were  sub¬ 
stantially  the  same.  On  each  occasion  the  onset  of  symptoms 
was  usually  about  10-12  hours  after  the  mid-day  meal,  and  their 
severity  varied  from  some  abdominal  pain  to  severe  abdominal 
pains  with  diarrhoea  and  fairly  severe  prostration,  one  or  two 
cases  only  vomited.  The  duration  of  the  illness  varied  from  12 
hours  or  less  to  about  48  hours. 

On  the  first  occasion  all  the  food  left  over  from  Monday’s 
meals  had  been  disposed  of  before  information  of  the  outbreak 
was  received,  so  it  was  impossible  to  get  specimens  for  examina¬ 
tion,  but  specimens  of  the  excreta  of  some  of  the  patients  and 
the  canteen  staff  was  examined  with  negative  results.  Similar 
samples  taken  from  the  canteen  staff  over  a  number  of  weeks  all 
proved  negative. 

In  the  later  outbreaks  specimens  of  the  food  used  and 
patients’  excretae  were  sent  for  examination  with  negative 
results.  On  October  18th  check  samples  of  all  food  to  be  used 
that  day  were  taken  for  examination,  and  in  the  same  week  skin 
and  nasal  swabs  of  the  canteen  workers  were  taken.  Again  the 
results  were  inconclusive. 

During  the  course  of  the  enquiries  the  whole  kitchen  and  food 
preparing  routine  was  investigated,  including  arrangements  for 
preparing  ,  cooking  and  handling  the  food,  washing  and  drying 
dishes  and  utensils  and  refrigeration,  and  while  conditions  were 
in  general  satisfactory,  a  number  of  improvements  were  suggested 
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which  the  firm  very  willingly  undertook  to  carry  out.  Whether 
such  improvements  have  had  any  effect  in  preventing  further 
trouble  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  there  were  no  further  outbreaks 
of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

I  should  like  to  thank  Dr.  Croll  and  his  staff  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in 
our  investigations,  and  the  firm  and  their  staff  and  employees 
for  their  co-operation  in  our  endeavours  to  get  this  trouble 
rectified. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

MORTALITY 

|  Non 

Pulmonary  jPulmonary 

I  Non 

Pulmonary  |  Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

E 

M. 

F.  1  M.  1  F 

Under  1  year 

1 — 5  years 

1 

5 — 10  years 

10 — 15  years 

1 

15 — 20  years 

1 

20 — 25  years 

1 

1 

1 

25 — 35  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35 — 45  years 

1 

1 

1 

45 — 55  years 

1 

1 

55 — 65  years 

1  ! 
1 

1 

65  years  and 

upwards 

1 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

3 

2 

1 

3  |  1 

1 

1 

1 

CANCER 

1.  Cancer  of  buc :  Cav  and  Oesoph  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

2.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

3.  Cancer  of  breast 

4.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 


Male  Female  Total 

2  3  5 

4  15 

3  3 

6  4  10 
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23 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  ENDING  31/12/48 
Cause  of  Death 


1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

- — 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  oesophagus 
Uterus  (F) 

(M) 

2 

3 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

6 

4 

10 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

11 

18 

29 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

26 

28 

54 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

3 

4 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

22. 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

11 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

— 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea' under  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abort  :  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  births 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Con.  Mai  :  birth  :  infant  :  dis  : 

3 

1 

4 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

2 

2 

36. 

All  other  causes 

17 

13 

30 

All  causes  91  91  182 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Midwifery  Services  and  Nursing  in  the  home. 

This  Service  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse 
Midwives. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Mothers  with  children  may  obtain  advice  at  any  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Infant  Welfare  Centres: — 


Alma  Park 

Community  Hall. 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  each  month. 

Ancaster 

Oddfellows  Hall. 

Last  Thursday  each  month. 

Claypole 

Village  Hall. 

2nd  Tuesday  each  month. 

Colsterworth  ... 

Wesleyan  School. 

4th  Monday  each  month. 

Fulbeck 

...  Reading  Room. 

Last  Wednesday  each  month. 

Harrowby 

Community  Hall. 

1st  Thursday  each  month. 

Long  Bennington 

Village  Hall. 

1st  Friday  each  month. 

Ropsley 

Church  Hall. 

3rd  Friday  each  month. 

Stoke  Rochford 

...  Village  Hall. 

Last  Wednesday  each  month. 

School  Clinic. 


Provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 
Beaconsfield,  Open  Mondays  to  Fridays  inclu- 


Sandon  Road, 
Grantham. 


sive  9-11  a.m.  Medical  Officer  in 
attendance  Tuesday  only. 


Regular  treatment  and  sessions  are  undertaken  by  the  Dental 
Surgeon  and  Physiotherapists  and  consultations  arranged  with 
visiting  specialists. 
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Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulance  and  sitting  case  cars  are  stationed  at  Grantham. 
For  urgent  cases  these  can  be  obtained  by  telephoning  the  nearest 
main  Police  Station — Grantham  810.  Other  journeys  must  be 
arranged  through  the  County  Council  Public  Health  Department. 

General  and  Maternity  Hospitals. 

The  Grantham  and  Kesteven  General  Hospital  and  the  Hill- 
view  Hospital,  Dysart  Road,  now  administered  by  the  Sheffield 
Hospital  Board,  cater  for  the  needs  of  the  area. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  Rural  District.  Isolation 
when  necessary  is  arranged  with  hospitals  in  other  areas  under 
the  Sheffield  or  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 

Tuberculosis. 

Arrangements  for  diagnosis,  treatment  and  admission  to  Hos¬ 
pital  are  now  administered  by  the  Regional  Authority.  This 
district  is  served  by  the  chest  clinic  at  Grantham  General 
Hospital. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

Public  Health  Department, 

19,  Watergate,  Grantham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 

After  repeated  and  unsuccessful  attempts  to  provide  water 
schemes  from  1931  onwards,  the  commencement  of  interim  parts 
of  the  Regional  Scheme  was  without  question  the  most  important 
step  of  the  year  towards  the  general  improvement  of  sanitary 
conditions  in  the  area.  I  feel  sure  that  only  the  townsmen  will 
mourn  the  loss  of  the  village  pond  and  the  parish  pump,  as  the 
pond  has  often  developed  into  an  open  cesspool  and  the  well  is 
no  labour-saving  device  to  the  modern  housewife,  apart  from  the 
inadequacy  and  doubtful  quality  of  the  water. 

The  second  progressive  move  towards  further  improvement 
of  sanitary  conditions  was  the  inauguration  of  a  systematic  col¬ 
lection  of  household  refuse.  This  scheme  left  much  to  be  desired 
as  the  collection  of  domestic  ashes  was  not  included  and  the  re¬ 
sult  was  that  refuse  still  found  its  way  to  the  old  village  dump. 
However,  now  that  the  collection  of  ashes  has  been  included,  the 
village  dumps  are  being  cleared  and  closed,  but  it  is  considered 
that  this  will  necessitate  a  more  frequent  collection  than  once  per 
month  in  order  to  avoid  nuisance  being  caused. 

The  major  problem  confronting  your  Council  is  the  provision 
of  sewerage  and  satisfactory  disposal.  Generally,  the  sewerage 
and  means  of  disposal  throughout  the  district  is  unsatisfactory 
and  the  position  is  daily  deteriorating  as  the  water  main  laying 
advances.  This  problem  must  be  tackled  urgently  and  systemati¬ 
cally. 

Changes  of  staff  again  affected  the  work  of  the  Department 
and,  with  the  increasing  responsibilities,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
remaining  members  of  the  staff  sharing  the  extra  work  and  the 
co-operation  of  other  Departments,  it  would  not  have  been  pos¬ 
sible  to  cope  with  the  numerous  tasks.  Since  the  end  of  the  year 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Simms  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Mr.  Porter  as  Technical  Assistant  has  done  much  to  alleviate 
the  position.  j  am,  Lacpes  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  DEAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING  1948 

1.  — Dwelling  Houses  Inspected. 

(a)  Inspections  for  Housing  Defects  ...  ....  ...  876 

(b)  Dwelling  Houses  found  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(c)  Dwelling  Houses  found  not  fit  in  all  respects  ...  ...  302 

(d)  Re-inspections  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  157 

(e)  Re-Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  747 

(f)  New  Buildings  (Supervision  under  Building  Byelaws)  224 

(g)  Re  Council  House  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

(h)  Housing  Sites,  Surveys,  Inspection  of  works  in  progress  599 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority 

or  their  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

(b)  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  after 
service -of  formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  8 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms, 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deteremined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  renderd  fit  ...  ...  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS 


Factories  : — 

(a)  With  mechanical  power 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power  ... 
Slaughter-houses  and  Knackers  Yards 
Food  Preparing  Premises  : — 

(a)  Fried  Fish  Shops 

(b)  Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

(c)  Other  Premises 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
Milk  Samples  for  anlysis 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Petroleum  Stores  ... 

Water  Supply 

Water  Samples  for  analysis 
Sewer  Dykes  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  Disinfections 
Verminous  Premises  and  Disinfestations 
Drainage  : — 

(a)  Colour  tested 

(b)  Water  tested 

(c)  Smoke  tested 

(d)  Inspected 
Scavenging  Work  ... 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

Camping  Sites 

Special  Surveys  : — 

(a)  Water  Supply  ... 

(b)  Scavenging 

(c)  Sewage  Disposal 

(d)  Rural  Housing  Survey 

Town  and  Country  Planning,  Inspections 
Building  Licensing,  Inspections 
Miscellaneous 
Temporary  Housing 


14 
16 
42 

11 

21 

23 

108 

27 

15 
214 

51 

306 

30 

13 

63 

26 

13 

20 

114 

19 

13 


3 

907 

23 

177 

307 

281 


Total  2860 
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HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 
RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 


Number 

Categ- 

Parish  orised 

1 

2 

Categories 

3 

4 

5 

Aldington 

67 

12 

— 

44 

— 

11 

Ancaster 

209 

38 

9 

136 

7 

19 

Barkston 

128 

25 

— 

70 

15 

18 

Barrowby 

222 

65 

7 

109 

15 

26 

Belton  and  Manthorpe 

90 

13 

6 

66 

3 

2 

Bitchfield  &  Bassingthorpe  50 

5 

2 

36 

1 

6 

Boothby  Pagnell 

26 

5 

6 

15 

— 

— 

Braceby  and  Sapperton 

31 

4 

— 

25 

— 

2 

Burton  Coggles 

51 

7 

— 

34 

8 

2 

Carlton  Scroop 

63 

18 

— 

40 

1 

4 

Caythorpe 

227 

29 

2 

152 

15 

29 

Claypole 

44 

10 

— 

17 

13 

4 

Colsterworth 

48 

38 

— 

2 

— 

8 

Denton  ... 

134 

3 

1 

120 

6 

4 

Easton 

42 

6 

2 

33 

1 

— 

Foston 

86 

6 

2 

64 

8 

6 

Great  Gonerby  ... 

214 

55 

18 

93 

16 

32 

Great  Ponton  ... 

14 

11 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Gunby  and  Stainby 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Harlaxton 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Heydour  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Honington 

42 

10 

— 

25 

2 

5 

Hougham 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hough-on-the-Hill 

5 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ingoldsby 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lenton  Keisby  &  Osgodby 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Little  Ponton  &  Stroxton 

7 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Londonthorpe  and 

Harrowby  Without 

48 

48 

Long  Bennington 

8 

— 

— ■ 

7 

— 

1 

Marston  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Normanton 

34 

5 

— - 

28 

— 

1 

Pickworth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ropsley  and  Humby  ... 

11 

6 

— 

3 

— 

2 

Skillington 

7 

— 

— • 

4 

— 

3 

South  Witham  ... 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syston 

17 

— 

— ■ 

10 

2 

5 

Woolsthorpe 

94 

17 

1 

65 

— 

11 

2054 


418 


56  1260 


114 


206 


The  lack  of  a  qualified  Inspector  for  the  purpose  of  continu¬ 
ing  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  for  7  months  of  the  year 
retarded  progress.  However,  as  the  parishes  have  not  been  sur¬ 
veyed  on  a  geographical  basis,  the  information  available  to  date 
can  be  taken  as  representative  of  the  district  as  a  whole  and  there¬ 
fore  the  figures  given  are  a  fair  cross  section  of  the  rural  area. 

The  following  estimates  produced  on  this  basis  give  a  fairly 
accurate  picture  of  the  present  housing  situation: — 

Category  1  Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects  ...  20% 

,,  2  Houses  with  minor  defects  ...  ...  3% 

,,  3  Houses  requiring  repair,  structural  altera¬ 
tions  or  improvements  ...  ...  ...  61% 

,,  4  Houses  for  appropriate  reconditioning  ...  6% 

,,  5  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 

repair  at  a  reasonable  expense  ...  ...  10% 

These  figures  reveal  the  increased  acceleration  of  dilapidation 
which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  ten  years  due  to  the  lack 
of  essential  repairs  as  a  result  of  shortages  of  labour  and  materials 
and  their  increased  cost.  It  becomes  increasingly  more  difficult 
to  persuade  property  owners  to  carry  out  repairs  to  cottages  with 
rents  averaging  3s.  per  week  and  a  dwelling-house  rapidly  deter¬ 
iorates  into  the  category  of  one  which  cannot  be  repaired  at  a 

reasonable  expense.  Nevertheless,  a  good  deal  of  work  has  been 
done  without  resorting  to  formal  action  due  to  the  willing  co-op¬ 
eration  of  many  owners. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

A  start  was  made  on  the  laying  of  mains  to  supply  the  village 
of  Great  Gonerby  with  water  from  the  Grantham  Water  Com¬ 
pany’s  source.  In  additional  work  commenced  on  the  main  lay¬ 
ing  to  the  villages  of  Lenton,  Keisby,  Osgodby,  Ingoldsby,  Bitch- 
field,  Bassingthorpe,  Burton  Coggles,  Ropsley,  Ilumby,  Pick- 
worth,  Sapperton  and  Braceby.  In  connection  with  this  scheme, 
a  reservoir  of  250,000  gallons  capacity  was  also  under  construc¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  the  year  and,  meanwhile,  as  a  temporary 
measure,  the  high  level  tank  on  the  site  of  the  borehole  is  being 
used. 

This  borehole  into  the  Lincolnshire  limestone  was  sunk  m 
1943  by  the  Air  Ministry.  It  has  a  yield  of  10,000  gallons  per 
hour.  The  hardness  of  the  water  from  this  source  is  30  parts  per 
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100,000.  Although  the  bacterial  quality  of  the  raw  water  is  satis¬ 
factory  the  water  is  chlorinated. 

Progress  of  work  is  controlled  by  the  delay  in  obtaining  sup¬ 
plies  of  pipes  and  especially  fittings.  This  was  the  reason  for  the 
delay  in  commencing  boring  operations  at  Long  Bennington  into 
the  Bunter  Sandstone.  A  major  portion  of  the  area  is  relying 
upon  the  success  of  this  proposed  bore  and  until  such  time  as  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  can  be  proved,  no  real  progress 
can  be  made  towards  the  provision  of  pipe  supplies  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  district. 

The  bulk  supply  purchased  from  the  Grantham  Water  Com¬ 
pany  and  piped  to  the  village  of  Barrowby  continued  satisfac¬ 
torily  throughout  the  year.  Similarly,  the  bulk  supply  purchased 
from  Newark  Borough  Council  and  piped  to  the  villages  of  Clay- 
pole,  Stubton  and  Fenton  was  satisfactory. 

The  Skillington  and  Colsterworth  pumping  stations  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  with  only  minor  repairs  being  necessary.  The 
number  of  pumping  hours  at  Colsterworth  had  to  be  increased 
by  almost  100%  in  order  to  pump  over  the  44  U  ”  pipe  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  extra  head  in  order  to  supply  the  new  houses  above  the 
level  of  the  reservoir.  This  results  in  a  heavy  wastage  of  water, 
excessive  running  of  the  pumps  and  increased  pumping  costs.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  early  combination  of  the  Colsterworth  source 
with  the  Air  Ministry  supply  at  North  Witham  will  eliminate  this 
uneconomic  practice. 

No  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  were  received  of 
these  supplies  and  there  was  no  shortage  during  the  year. 

The  flow  of  the  springs  supplying  the  villages  of  Burton 
Toggles,  iCncaster,  Sudbrook,  Ropsley  and  Welby  were  slightly 
reduced  during  the  autumn,  but  as  these  springs  provide  only  a 
public  stand-pipe  supply  to  the  majority  of  the  houses,  the  sup¬ 
plies  were  adequate. 

None  of  the  public  supplies  are  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  samples  of  waters  sub¬ 
mitted  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 
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PARISH 

SOURCE 

RESULT 

Ancaster 

Spring 

Satisfactory 

Barrowby 

Grantham  Water  Co. 

— do — 

Burton  Goggles 

Spring 

Unsatisfactory 

Claypole 

Newark  Borough 

Satisfactory 

Colsterworth 

Spring 

— do — 

Fenton 

Newark  Borough 

— do — 

Ropsley 

Spring 

Unsatisfactory 

Skillington 

— do — 

Satisfactory 

Stubton 

Newark  Borough 

— do — 

Sudbrook 

Spring 

— do — - 

Welby 

— do — - 

Doubtful 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  spring  supplies  at  Burton  Goggles 

and  Ropsley  which 

were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  have  now 

been  replaced  by  the  extension  of  mains 

from  the  Lenton  source. 

The  spring  supply  at  Welby  is  subject  to  intermittent  pollu¬ 

tion  and  all  householders  were  again  reminded  to  boil  all  water 

before  use. 

Details  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  pub- 

lie  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  the  houses 
standpipes  are  as  follows: — 

,  and  (b)  by  means  of 

VILLAGE 

DIRECT  STANDPIPES 

Ancaster 

.  24 

128 

Barrowby 

.  69 

148 

Claypole 

.  156 

22 

Colsterworth 

.  113 

164 

Fenton 

.  17 

— 

Skillington  . . 

.  24 

59 

Stubton 

.  22 

2 

Sudbrook 

.  20 

18 

Welby 

.  6 

70 

Until  the  whole 

of  the  proposed  Regional  Scheme  can  be 

brought  into  being,  by  far  the  majority  of  villages  must  continue 

to  rely  upon  small  spring  supplies  and  wells  which  are  mostly 
shallow  and  unreliable.  Where  the  well  supplies  have  been  inad¬ 
equate  the  supply  has  been  supplemented  by  carting  drinking 
water.  Water  Carting  was  continued  daily  throughout  the  year 
to  Long  Bennington,  Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington  to  325 
houses. 


24 


The  number  of  new  connections  to  the  Council’s  water  mains 
were  as  follows: — 


Village 

Number 

Domestic 

of  connections 

Other  purposes 

Barrowby 

2 

4 

Claypole 

5 

8 

Colsterworth 

4 

— 

Fulbeck 

17 

1 

Great  Gonerby 

53 

9 

Ingoldsby 

Lenton,  Keisby  and 

1 

1 

Osgodby 

8 

3 

Pickworth 

7 

2 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  only  major  improvement  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
the  overhauling  of  the  main  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Barrowby. 
The  original  works  were  installed  in  1908  and  have  been  main¬ 
tained  only  with  great  difficulty  during  the  past  10  to  15  years. 
The  general  overhauling  of  the  settling  tanks,  dosing  syphon,  the 
increased  area  of  the  aeration  bed  and  other  improvements, 
together  with  the  renewal  of  the  distributor  apparatus  have  resul¬ 
ted  in  a  marked  difference  in  the  final  effluent. 


The  following  plants  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  as  a  result  of  the  employment  of  skilled  workmen  for 
the  purpose. 


Barrowby: 

Colsterworth: 

Harlaxton: 


Dry  Doddington: 


Small  plant  receiving  sewage  from 
32  houses. 

Small  plant  receiving  sewage  from 
42  houses. 

Plant  taken  over  from  Air  Minis¬ 
try  and  receiving  sewage  from  tem¬ 
porary  housing  sites. 

Small  plant  receiving  sewage  from 
10  houses. 


At  Claypole  additional  tanks  were  provided  in  1945  and  a 
system  of  land  irrigation  introduced.  Unfortunately  the  land  is 
heavy  clay  and  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  sewage  to  be 
treated.  This  scheme  is  in  need  of  complete  redesign  to  cope  with 
increased  volume  of  sewage  and  the  provision  of  aeration  beds 
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in  lieu  of  the  land  treatment.  Regular  desludging  of  the  tanks  has 
been  carried  out  in  an  attempt  to  avoid  nuisance  but  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  prevent  pollution  of  the  dyke  receiving  the  effluent.  Due 
to  the  tack  of  fall  it  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  to  provide  pump¬ 
ing  equipment  in  connection  with  such  a  scheme. 

The  small  plants  at  Hough-on-the-Hill  and  Woolsthorpe-by- 
Belvoir  require  early  overhaul. 

Most  of  the  remaining  villages  have  combined  drainage  which 
discharge  into  foul  sewer  dykes.  These  are  a  constant  source  of 
nuisance  although  the  employment  of  permanent  labour  for  the 
systematic  cleaning  of  these  dykes  has  resulted  in  a  considerable 
improvement.  The  extension  of  water  mains  throughout  the  dis¬ 
trict  will  result  in  more  and  more  houses  being  provided  with 
baths  and  water  closets  and,  if  these  long  awaited  improvements 
are  to  be  encouraged  and  not  discouraged,  the  provision  of  sew¬ 
erage  schemes  and  effective  disposal  cannot  be  over  emphasised. 
In  order  to  deal  with  this  problem  methodically  and  economically 
early  priority  must  be  given  to  those  villages  where  housing  de¬ 
velopment  is  taking  place,  where  the  villages  have  a  satisfactory 
piped  supply  of  water  and  especially  where  there  is  danger  of  pol¬ 
lution  of  water  sources.  It  is  hoped  that  approval  will  be  obtained 
for  the  schemes  proposed  for  Skillington  and  Old  Somerby  and 
that  the  long  awaited  housing  schemes  for  those  villages  can  then 
proceed. 

The  old  stone  culvert  along  the  main  street  in  Ingoldsby  was 
relaid  during  the  year  as  it  had  collapsed  in  places  and  become 
very  badly  choked  by  road  silt  which  had  reduced  the  diameter 
by  almost  half.  It  was  found  that  the  old  culvert  was  unable  to 
take  the  accelerated  flow  of  the  lateral  connections  from  the  im¬ 
proved  land  drainage  dykes  and  as  a  result  after  heavy  rain  the 
road  and  nearby  cottages  became  flooded. 

Many  of  the  old  combined  drains  have  no  means  of  access  for 
cleansing,  flushing  and  removing  blockages  and  cause  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  from  time  to  time.  Very  little  can  be  done  beyond  the 
provision  of  manholes  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  open 
up  and  effect  repairs  as  these  sewers  are  not  satisfactory  except 
possibly  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  originally  intended, 
as  surface  water  drains. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  house-to-house  collection  of  refuse  was  started  during 
the  year  by  contract  but  the  scheme  was  confined  to  the  collec- 
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tion  of  all  domestic  refuse  other  than  ashes  as  it  was  considered 
that  most  householders  could  satisfactorily  dispose  of  ashes  them¬ 
selves  and  without  any  nuisance  being  caused. 

• 

As  it  was  only  to  be  anticipated  this  proved  not  to  be  the  case, 
as  in  the  larger  villages,  with  greater  density  of  housing  and  :n 
many  cases  little  or  no  gardens,  ashes  continued  to  accumulate 
in  back  yards  and  gardens  or  found  their  way  along  with  other 
refuse  to  the  old  village  tips  which  it  was  intended  to  close. 

With  amendment  of  the  scheme  to  include  ashes  it  has  now 
been  possible  to  commence  the  closing  down  and  removal  of  the 
insanitary  tips. 

The  refuse  is  being  collected  monthly  from  each  village,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Grantham  Borough  Temporary  Housing 
Estate  in  the  parish  of  Londonthorpe  and  Harrowby  Without 
where  the  collection  is  weekly,  and  it  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at 
six  points.  It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  obtain  a  suitable  tip 
to  serve  the  northern  part  of  the  area  and  this  results  in  long 
hauls.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  effectively  controlling 
the  tipping  whilst  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  contract  but 
no  nuisance  has  been  caused  and  the  tips  have  been  regularly  in¬ 
spected  for  rat  infestations  and  treated  as  necessary.  One  tip 
was  treated  during  the  year  for  infestation  by  crickets. 

The  scheme  was  not  expected  to  commence  immediately 
with  100%  success  as  very  few  householders  had  suitable  dust¬ 
bins  and  various  sizes  and  shapes  of  improvised  containers  are 
still  to  be  seen.  As  the  householders  have  been  made  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  dustbins  some  assistance  has  been  rendered 
by  the  sale  of  bins  by  the  Council  at  cost  price. 

When  the  direct  labour  scheme  is  brought  into  operation  it 
is  hoped  that  many  difficulties  will  be  overcome  and  a  more  regu¬ 
lar  collection  made. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  whole  of  the  meat  suply  for  the  rural  area  continues  to 
be  distributed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  their  central  slaugh¬ 
ter-house  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham  and  meat  inspection  is  car¬ 
ried  out  by  your  Officers  in  the  absence  of  the  Borough  Sanitary 
Inspector.  This  method  of  centralised  slaughtering  is  a  consid¬ 
erable  improvement  on  pre-war  arrangements  and  results  in 
100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  sale  to  the  public, 
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and  is  something  which  was  impossible  to  achieve  with  the  staff 
available  when  there  were  numerous  privately  owned  slaughter¬ 
houses  throughout  the  rural  district.  However,  there  is  still  room 
for  improvement  in  the  slaughtering  facilities  and  the  transport 
and  handling  of  meat. 

Routine  inspections  have  also  been  made  of  the  butchers’ 
shops  and  vans  and  other  food  shops  in  the  area  and  some  im¬ 
provements  have  been  made  in  storage  and  the  protection  of  food 
exposed  for  sale. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  and  voluntarily  surrendered: — 

ARTICLE  QUANTITY 

Butter 
Beef 

Peaches  . . . 

Bacon 
Oranges  . . . 

Dried  Egg 
Prunes 
Cheese 
Tea 

Milk  (tinned) 

Beans 
Apricots 
Cherries 
Plums 
Jam 

Grapefruit 

More  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  preparing  premises  and 
improvements  have  been  made  both  in  sanitary  conditions  and 
the  more  hygienic  handling  and  preparation  of  food.  With  pos¬ 
sibly  one  exception  the  transport  cafes  along  the  main  roads  are 
well  managed  and  maintain  a  fairly  high  standard  of  food  hygiene. 
It  has  been  found  that  in  most  cases  personal  contact  is  most 
effective  in  remedying  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the  washing  and  sterilising 
of  glasses  in  public  houses  and  to  the  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  and  improvements  effected. 


83 

7  7 

25 

7  7 

21 

7  7 

20 

7  7 

14 

7  7 

10 

7  7 

3 

7  7 

1 

4 

77 

62 

7  7 

1 

7  7 

14 

7  7 

1 

2 

7  7 

1 

7  7 

2 

7  7 

1 
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The  following  premises  are  now  registered  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream: — 


Village 

Manufacture 

Sale  &  Storage  only 

Caythorpe 

1 

— 

Fulbeck 

1 

— 

Ingoldsby 

— 

1 

Long  Bennington 

— 

2 

W  oolsthorpe-by-Bel  voir 

— 

1 

In  almost  every  case  where  the  registration  is  one  of  sale  and 
storage  only  the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed  and  purchased  from  a 
large  manufacturer  outside  the  area. 


Results  of  ice  cream  samples  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  were  as  follows: — 


Presumptive 
coliforms  in  1/10  ml. 

Faecal  coli  in 

1/10  ml. 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

No.  of  specimens 

9 

1 

1 

9 

Percentage  of  total  .. 

CD 

O 

10% 

10% 

90% 

MILK  SUPPLY 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  inspections  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies  were  limited  but  due  to  excellent  liaison  with  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Agricultural  Committee  much  improvement  work  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  standard  of  cowshed  construction  and  the 
reconditioning  of  existing  sheds.  Several  cases  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  remedied  by  the  informal  action  and  personal 
contact  maintained  by  your  officers. 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

The  regular  poisoning  of  rats  in  sewers  and  refuse  tips  has 
been  carried  out  with  the  pre-baiting  method  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  by  the  Kesteven  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and 
minor  infestations  on  private  property  have  also  been  dealt  with. 

No  major  infestations  were  noted  during  the  year. 
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BUILDING  LICENCES 

The  increase  in  the  44  free  ”  allowance  permitted  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  building  work  to  be  carried  out  on  dwelling-houses 
from  £10  to  £100  and  in  the  case  of  farm  buildings  to  £1,000  as 
from  the  1st  July,  1948,  considerably  reduced  the  volume  of  work 
and  permitted  more  essential  repairs  to  be  carried  out  by  private 
owners. 


BUILDING  INSPECTIONS 


The  following  plans  were  deposited  for  approval  during  the 
year. 


Dwelling-houses 

—  new 

y y  yy 

alterations 

to 

Farm  buildings 

—  new 

;; 

alterations 

to 

Factories 

—  new 

y  y 

alterations 

to 

Other  buildings 

—  new 

>5 

alterations 

to 

24 

20 

10 

4 


22 

9 


In  spite  of  building  restrictions  the  number  of  plans  deposited 
each  month  was  in  excess  of  pre-war  years. 


PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM  LICENCES 

Number  in  force  (Petroleum)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  in  force  (Carbide)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  licences  (Petroleum)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  Licences  (Carbide) 


1 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1,  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 


Premises 


Number  . —  - - — - — — ■ 

on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 
Register  tions  Notices  prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  Section  1, 
2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  auth¬ 
orities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworker’s 
premises. 


46 


16 


26 


14 


72 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Particulars 


Number  of 
cases  in 

- which 

Referred  prosecutions 
To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Re-  In-  In-  instituted 
medied  spector  spector 


8 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Canveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  1 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 

the  Act  — 


8 


1 


9 


1  — 
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At  the  31st  December,  1948,  the  Council  owned  306  houses  ;is 


follows: — 

Parish  No.  of  houses 

Ancaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Barkston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Barrowby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Burton  C'oggles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Carlton  Scroop  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Caythorpe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Claypole  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Colsterworth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Great  Gonerby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Great  Ponton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gunby  and  Stainby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hougham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hough-on-the-Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ingoldsby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Little  Ponton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Normanton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ropsley  and  Humby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

South  Witham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington  ...  ...  ...  10 

Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Total  ...  306 


It  was  found  possible  during  the  year  to  carry  out  more  essen¬ 
tial  repairs  as  additional  labour  and  materials  became  available 
for  this  work.  Many  improvements  are  awaiting  attention  due  to 
the  extension  of  such  services  as  water  mains  and  electricity. 
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The  number  of  new  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Parish 

Type 

Number 

Barkston 

Brick 

4 

Caythorpe 

4 

Claypole 

“  Airey  ”  pre-cast  concrete  ... 

...  10 

)) 

Aluminium  Bungalows 

...  12 

Colsterworth 

“  Airey  ”  pre-cast  concrete  ... 

...  14 

)> 

“  Swedish-timber  ” 

6 

>> 

Aluminium  Bungalows 

...  20 

Dry  Doddington 

Brick 

6 

Great  Gonerby 

D 

8 

Ropsley 

yy 

Total 

2 

...  86 

In  addition  the  following  war-time  buildings  were  converted 
to  provide  temporary  housing  accommodation: — 

Harlaxton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

North  Witham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  ...  64 


The  total  number  of  family  units  of  accommodation  provided 
during  the  year  was  therefore  150. 

The  completion  of  new  houses  is  still  controlled  by  the 
amount  of  labour  available.  Unfortunately,  due  to  the  large  hous¬ 
ing  programme  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham  and  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  having  to  rely  upon  almost  the  same  labour  pool,  the  rate 
of  completion  of  new  houses  is  very  slow.  The  number  of  houses 
being  built  in  each  village  is  on  the  average  no  more  than  4  and 
consequently  there  is  difficulty  in  obtaining  tenders  for  such  small 
numbers  due  to  the  sites  being  so  dispersed  and  the  amount  of 
travelling  involved. 

The  conversion  of  temporary  war-time  buildings  has  relieved 
the  position  in  certain  instances  but  in  the  main  the  temporary 
housing  at  Harlaxton  merely  provides  a  dormitory  site  for  Gran- 
ham  and  at  North  Witham  most  of  the  tenants  are  working  out¬ 
side  the  rural  district. 


33 


The  figures  produced  by  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  to  date 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  number  of  applicants  for  houses 
on  the  register  reveal  the  extent  of  the  Council’s  task  to  provide 
satisfactory  housing  accommodation.  The  number  of  applicants 
on  the  Council’s  Register  at  the  31st  December,  was  as  follows: — 


Parish 

Ancaster 

Barkston 

Barrowby 

Belton  and  Manthorpe 

Bitchfield  and  Bassingthorpe 

Burton  Goggles 

Carlton  Scroop 

Caythorpe 

Claypole 

Colsterworth  ... 

Foston 

Fulbeck 

Great  Gonerby 

Great  Ponton 

Gunby  and  Stainby  ... 

Harlaxton 

Heydour 

Honington 

Hough-on-the-Hill 

Ingoldsby 

Lenton;  Keisby  and  Osgodby 

Little  Ponton  and  Stroxton 

Long  Bennington 

Marston 

Normanton 

Old  Somerby 

Ttopsley  and  Humby 

Sedgebrook 

Skillington 

South  Witham 

Westborough  and  Pry  Poddington 
Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir 


No 


of  applicants 

25 

15 
35 

2 

3 
2 

24 

28 

24 

50 

6 

16 
44 
20 

1 

7 

4 
3 

5 
5 
3 
1 

24 

3 
1 

4 

22 

1 

2 

13 

5 
9 


Total  ...  407 
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